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There are several different theories masquerading as Special Relativity. There is a difference 

between what was published as the theory in the original German and what was later 

translated into English. This has created a terrible mess, of there being a difference between 

what theory Special Relativity should be, and what many people believe the theory to be.  

 

In the English translation of Einstein’s paper of 1905 on Special Relativity (SR) “ON THE 

ELECTRODYNAMICS OF MOVING BODIES” [1] on p.2 it says: 

“Let us take a system of co-ordinates in which the equations of Newtonian mechanics hold good.2” 

The footnote 2 says “i.e. to the first approximation.” 

This footnote is not in the original German edition of his famous 1905 paper, and it is unclear 

whether Einstein approved it. 

I contend that the original German version of the paper is a different theory (let us call THEORY#1) 

from the English version of the paper with this footnote (let us call THEORY #2). 

i.e. it is two different theories! 

This is not trivial; it is vitally important about this footnote, so as to make sense of the rest of his 

paper. It looks like the theory of SR was changed from one theory to another through translation of 

German into English.  

The original Theory#1 is a totally different theory to Theory#2; in Theory #1 Newtonian physics is not 

an approximation. 

Many people on reading Einstein’s English SR paper seem to gloss over this issue of this mysterious 

footnote 2. But I contend it is vitally important to know whether Theory#1 is being discussed or 

Theory#2 because it leads to all the other problems later of trying to understand whether the maths 

of SR is correct, and in what context that maths is to be understood. 

My position is that it is Theory#1, but many people are thinking of SR in terms of Theory#2, hence I 

am saying “Einstein’s relativity has been misunderstood” by these people, as per the title of this 

paper. 

Taking now the issue of Time dilation as example. (First I contend that it is better called clock dilation 

and not time dilation; as it is an effect on clocks not on time. But anyway, proceeding with it as 

called time dilation in the usual texts.) 

The usual thing said by relativists such as Instructor Laurence G. Yaffe [2-3] is: “Newtonian dynamics 

is a good approximation when velocities are very small compared to c..” 

In the case of Time dilation equation [4] : ∆t’ = ∆t  /(1−(u/c)2 )1/2 



When velocity u is small i.e. tends to zero then the time intervals ∆t’ and  ∆t tend to become equal 

(i.e. tend to  ∆t’ = ∆t ) and this is then said to be tending to Newtonian physics. 

i.e. this is Newtonian physics as approximation to SR at low speeds; which is Theory #2. 

We now need to look at how this equation was derived.   

Yaffe explains it as follows: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The equation he gives as D = c ∆t’   really misses out a few steps, as follows: 
 

1. First should be written  D = c’ ∆t’ because we have the primed frame of time interval   ∆t’  
we should have primed lightspeed c’.  

 
2. Then the assumption that c = c’ changes    D = c’ ∆t’  into D = c ∆t’.   

 
It is this assumption that c=c’ which presumably comes from Einstein’s view of the second postulate. 
But in Newtonian physics as presented to us from Newton with universal time, we would not make 
that assumption. Thus we see the link from Newtonian physics to SR is merely to take c =c’ to then 
have ∆t’   different to ∆t;   instead of  ∆t’  = ∆t with c and c’ different. This is then Theory#1. 
 
Thus, from Theory#1 we have the steps that give us the time dilation equation, but after that 

equation is derived it is often interpreted by relativists as Theory#2.  

But Theory#1 and Theory#2 are different theories, so it is a mistake to merge them in the way that 

these relativists have done! 

Thus, I contend Einstein’s relativity has been misunderstood (by most relativists); what is taught is a 

mistaken merging of two different theories that are incompatible, and the correct understanding all 

along  should have been as Theory#1, without the erroneous switch to Theory#2. 

Based on the derivation of the time dilation equation (and other equations) Newtonian physics is not 

an approximation, it is merely been about imposing onto what would otherwise be Newtonian 

maths the condition c = c’, and then making quantities like t and t’ as no longer equal.  

If given that we now know Einstein’s relativity (SR) should really be Theory#1; we can discard all the 

wrong versions of relativity. Alternatively, if we don’t do that and stay with the present mess of 

mixing Theory#1 and #2 then we can call that type of SR as wrong. i.e. I am talking about a revision 

to what we call SR; and the existing versions of SR are wrong.  

There are of course other problems in the maths of SR, but now we know the context should really 

be Theory#1 we can work out what those other mistakes are. Einstein spent his days trying to work 

out the maths of a unified field theory, and so of course those changes of mind causes a great deal 

of obscurity in Einstein’s writings and it is unclear how much of what is pointed out in this paper, 

that he realized. With the basis of his work as Theory#1 then the connection with Newtonian physics 

is greater than most relativists realize, and it is much easier then to deal with gravity as still within a 

Newtonian context.  
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Note: This article tries to gather together information I have presented previously, and trying to 

present it in a more easily understood way. 
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