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Abstract: An allegory of modern science.

Part XXXI
Once upon a time, as I was out walking on the smooth, round stones along the river, a mother
killdeer cried out, trying to lure me with the old “broken-wing ruse.” Realizing her eggs must
be nearby, I stopped. Sure enough, there they were, almost beneath my feet. I crouched to
examine the tiny eggs–amazed at how well they were camouflaged amongst the stones.
Then, to my astonishment, one of the eggs began to crack open; and like a matryoshka doll, a
little guy popped out and stood up–a perfectly formed, miniature version of the adult. Wow!
As I marveled in delight and wonder at the miracle of the first moment of
this tiny new life–at peace with the world…the rude awakening!
I wasn’t the only birthday guest! From out of nowhere, a predator!
In one moment, everything changed! The chick reacted immediately and
literally hit the ground running! In the first moment of its life, with no
experience of the world, it already knew the rules of the game–danger, fear, fight or
flight…but peace and love?
Anecdotal Evidence: Charadrius vociferous, Peace and Love Case History Number 1?
I wonder what Dr. Freud would say? Hmm…what would fit the “bill”?
In the psycho-analytical theory of the mind we take it for granted that the course of mental
processes is automatically regulated by ‘the pleasure-principle’: that is to say, we believe
that any given process originates in an unpleasant state of tension and thereupon
determines for itself such a path that its ultimate issue coincides with the relaxation of this
tension, i.e. with the avoidance of ‘pain’ or with production of pleasure.
I hear you, Sigmund. If there’s somethin’ you don’t like, figure out a way to get away from it!
But then again, we can run from stuff forever, or we can run towards something!
True, the chick was running away from conflict and danger (Help!). But it was also running
toward safety, peace, and love (Mom!). So, which is the prime mover? Where does any given
process begin? I guess it’s time to reanalyze the whole psycho-analytical theory of the mind.
Yeah, which came first, the chicken or the egg? Is the original, natural state conflict or peace?
And are we born “peace precocial”–already experts in the peace game–or “altricial”:
Helplessly hoping…Gasping at glimpses of gentle true spirit he runs Wishing he could fly…
Maybe I should introduce the First Law of my new science of peace and love:
A body will remain in a state of peace and love until acted on by a force of conflict!
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I’ve gotta chuckle: The “Law of Peace Inertia”? Writing my first scientific law? (And I never
even went to law school!) But while I’m at it, why not add a second law about vector sums
and then a third about the magnitude and direction of forces (sorry, Sir Isaac):
When one body exerts a force on a second body, the second body simultaneously exerts a
force equal in magnitude and opposite in direction on the first body.
Holy Fig Newton! For every action, there is an equal and opposite
reaction? Now I can see “forces” of conflict and peace in the form of an
equation:
F Conflict = – F Conflict or F Peace = – F Peace
But wait! If a force of conflict always equals conflict, and a force of peace always equals
peace…how do I convert conflict to peace: Turn the other cheek?
I remember Ghandi’s idea: An eye for an eye ends up making the whole world blind.
Yep, we can stand there and push against each other forever, but when push comes to shove,
somethin’s gotta give! It takes two to tango! So if the world is in a state of conflict, if I push
toward peace, will the world push back with conflict? Maybe to overcome the “conflict
inertia” all I have to do is apply a strong enough “force of peace” to get the ball rolling, then
the momentum of peace will take over! Sure, use the momentum of conflict to create peace!
And with enough people pushing toward peace…Voila! So, bring your lever, Archimedes!
Join the “Peace Force”! Let’s move the world!
Let the force of peace inertia be with you? Wow, a new theory of “social physics”: The “pièce”
de résistance? I’ve heard of the French resistance and Ohm’s law, but resistance to peace and
changing conflict to peace? What am I really talking about: philosophy or physics?
Lemme see…The inertial laws of physics tell me: Resistance to change is the constant.
On the other hand, the Greek philosopher Heraclitus said: Change is the only constant in life.
(Hmm, constant change? Now there’s an oxymoron.)
Then there’s Darwin’s theory: It is not the strongest of the species that survives, nor the most
intelligent, but the one most responsive to change.
Responsive to change?
Yeah, gotta keep up with the latest doohickey and evolution of new ideas!
But if change is an unstoppable force (resistance is futile), and I want to survive, do I adapt by
changing my environment, or do I change myself? Hmm, time for a cool change?
If I want to evolve to peace, and not be stuck in the “conflict inertia,” what do I change?
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But hold on! Hit the rewind button! I almost missed somethin’ there!
Heraclitus said: Change is the only constant in life.
I wonder if he was talking about time?
Yeah, time seems to be the only “thing” constantly changing in my life.
But does time equal change: Time = Change ?
Or is time just the measurement of change?
What a question! Guess I’ll have to look at time in a different way!
And what about time travel?
Just think about it! If change is the only constant in life, holy Heraclitus!
That would mean relativity’s theory of the speed of light being the universal constant goes out
the window! (Sure puts a crimp in theories of time travel!) And what a headline:
EARLY BIRD GETS THE WORM!
ANCIENT GREEK PHILOSOPHER DISPROVES RELATIVITY
CENTURIES BEFORE IT WAS A THEORY!
Wow! I have to say it. This changes everything! Which reminds me of a story (dim lights):
THE TIME TRAVELLER (for so it will be convenient to speak of him) was expounding a
recondite matter to us. His grey eyes shown and twinkled…“You must follow me carefully. I
shall have to controvert one or two ideas that are almost universally accepted. The geometry,
for instance, they taught you at school is founded on a misconception…You know of course
that a mathematical line, a line of thickness nil, has no real existence…Neither has a
mathematical plane. These things are mere abstractions…Clearly (the TIME TRAVELLER
proceeded) any real body must have extension in four directions: it must have Length,
Breadth, Thickness, and–Duration…There are really four dimensions, three which we call the
planes of Space, and a fourth, Time!” (Ahh! The four mathematical abstractions!)
You’ve got me on the edge of my seat, H.G…But let’s say the story goes a different way.
If I replace the “dimension” of Time with the concept of Change, I get an entirely new spin on
time travel. Ooh, a theory of travel through change: THE CHANGE TRAVELLER!
Hmm…so, is time anything at all?
Yeah, if change is our universal, physical constant, and time is just a measurement (a mere
abstraction, a way to measure change), then time isn’t something to travel through. And
“time travel”? You wouldn’t ever travel through time; you could only travel through change!
But how do you travel through change? Now there’s a tough one!
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Ach, du lieber Augustine! Now I know what they mean when they say:
A mind that is stretched by a new idea can never go back to its old dimensions!
Here I was trying to prove you can’t square time, and now I find proof of a whole new physics
and mathematics to boot? Scientific breakthrough? I gotta put it in big, bold letters:
Extra! Extra! Read all about it!
TIME DOESN’T REALLY EXIST!
TIME IS A MERE MATHEMATICAL ABSTRACTION!
Holy moly! Talk about a whole new way of looking at everything!
Time is a mathematical abstraction, but change is real?
And if change is our reality, I can even see God in a new light!
No beginning and no end? The Alpha and the Omega? Yeah, if God stands outside our reality,
He stands outside of change! So God would be the only constant in our changing reality. And
if God is unchanging, our concept of time (as a measurement of change) would not even apply
to God! Wow! Now I can see our existence like a river–a river of change. God can “travel
through time” by stepping into our river of change, and pressing his face into the water and
taking a look around, anywhere or “anytime”. So the difference between God and his creation
is the state of change. And being in charge of the universe, God can control or adjust any part
of our river of change anytime He wants: Life and Death, Lazarus and the resurrection…
God’s change is the miracle! Like when God “stopped the Sun” for Joshua, or when He caused
the Sun to “go back” for Hezekiah–God can change the changes! Stop the universe? He can
regulate our perceived measurement of time, even making the Sun, the Earth, the planets and
the stars stand still, while the rest of change keeps “changing”!
So forget about the speed of light! “Time travel” is really about changing the speed of change:
going forward or backward through change, or stepping outside of change! But step outside
the river? Where do you go? To God, Heaven, Eternity? Maybe this is where science and
religion come together: The new tower of Babel? “Time travel” just science’s search for God?
All this time, the river flowed Endlessly to the sea…
But what is this river of change: a place for God’s closely guarded treasure–the soul–to evolve?
And if I want to evolve, what do I change?
Guess that takes me back to the chick…If I “crack out of the egg”–if I step outside my reality–
do I change my reality, or does my reality change me?
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