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Part IX
The other day, I overheard Eva on the phone laughingly tell her sister:
“Be especially watchful when he’s in the company of women, particularly young and
beautiful specimens. After seeing beautiful women wooed by handsome men in the
movies, he thinks that he’s a master of the art himself.”
Me? Casanova? I admit, I’ve always had a problem with this thing called reality.
And you may smile, but after all this investigation of mathematics, I think I’m getting a handle
on that, too! I can see everything in an entirely different light. For example,
take the Lorentz factor–that mathematically generated “light limit” relativity is so famous for:

At first, it seems kosher. With

the velocity of the earth and c the velocity of light:

 If were equal to c, the ratio of
would be 1/1.
And subtracting this 1/1 ratio from one results in trying to take the square root of zero
and also divide one by zero.
 If were greater than c, the ratio of
would be greater than one.
And subtracting this ratio (greater than one) from one results in taking the square root
of a negative number.
So the math seems to eliminate the possibility of any velocity greater than light, .
But then again, if it’s not possible to exceed c, what’s up with using c2 in the equation?
And besides that, if I take the Lorentz factor and replace the “squared” value of the exponent
(in the ratio of

) with any other value–say 1, 3, 4, 5,…100,...etc. to infinity, ∞:

as long as the value of the exponent is the same for both v and c , I have the same limit.
How ridiculous is that! So much for relativity! 
The limit, like the mathematics, is meaningless!
The reality is, there’s no truth in the “squaring,” “cubing,” or “one-hundreding” of the velocity
of the earth or light in the Lorentz factor! It’s pure fantasy!
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Twenty-nine
(start tape recorder) Good afternoon, Mr. Phelps. Your mission, Jim, should you decide
to accept it, is to disprove the math of relativity while not cracking a smile or breaking
into uncontrollable laughter. As always, should you or any of your IM Force be caught or
killed, the Secretary will disavow any knowledge of your actions. And by the way, this
message (like the math of relativity) will self-destruct in five seconds. Good luck, Jim.
Mission Impossible? Mission Not-so-impossible? Yep, I can make my own headline now:
DEBUNKED AND DEFUNCT! “NON-SCIENCE” AND “NON-MATH”!
THE LORENTZ FACTOR CLOSES THE DOOR ON RELATIVITY
FOREVER!
I know, I know…relativity’s already been disproven. But still:
EMPIRES WILL CRUMBLE!
EVEN THAT GIANT OF IRON AND CLAY, ROME, HAD ITS DAY!
RELATIVITY? THERE’S A “LIMIT” TO EVERYTHING!
Sure, the concept of relativity was fascinating and kinda fun:
With the light from the sun as the basis of our measurement of time, if science could
somehow build a machine to travel faster than light, theoretically, it could travel faster than
time, and thus travel through time. And so the race with light was on!
But what a daring adventure, Icarus! During the extreme acceleration of trying to exceed the
speed of light, the machine of science reached the limit of its structural integrity: it started
vibrating and shuddering violently, the screws all loosened, and it all came apart!
And when the smoke cleared and the black box was finally recovered…
was the problem due to pilot error? No! It was mathematical error!
Turns out, lo and behold, they’d exceeded the limits of math!
Yeah, when the scientists and safety investigators gathered to review the tape history,
upon close inspection of all the math that led to the “relativistic age” (from Thales, Pythagoras,
Euclid, and Archimedes, to Al-Khwarizmi, Vièta, Kepler, Descartes, Newton, Maxwell, and
Lorentz), to everyone’s surprise, the problem was found to be in the “misuse”of algebra!
Wow! Holy Pythagorean theorem, Batman! Who knew?
There’s a right and a wrong way to use algebra!
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